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Here are the
nominations:

Jonathan Burke (Revd)

Jonathan Burke has been
Reverend at All Saints
Church since September
2008. He continues to be
a key member in setting
up Crosspoint, a West-
bury charity that was set
up in 2010 to promote
the well-being of local
residents. The charity
opened its drop-in ‘Wel-
come Centre’ in the Mar-
ket Place in 2011. 
Jonathan said, “It was
recognising there were a
lot of people in need and
on low incomes in West-
bury. Despite people
thinking we’re an afflu-
ent area, we were aware
of people with signifi-
cant problems. We also
work with Warminster
Foodbank to provide an
outlet in Westbury which
is very well used.”
Jonathan’s nominator
said, “From Crosspoint,
the team help people in
need with Foodbank and
help with other things
like finding jobs. So
much goes on in Cross-
point.”

Steve Carrington

Steve led the Rotary
Club of Westbury’s pro-
ject to clean and paint
the White Horse, after

years of speculation that
the town’s icon looked
more like a ‘grey mare’.
Steve co-ordinated the
project which included
months of liaising with
English Heritage, the
army, and other organisa-
tions; sourcing paint and
equipment; and organis-
ing and training volun-
teers. The team success-
fully transformed the
horse in time for the Dia-
mond Jubilee and Steve
has ensured that plans
are in place for the future
maintenance of the
horse. Steve said, “It is
not unprecedented, but
it’s pretty uncommon for
English Heritage to
allow anyone to work [as
volunteers on their mon-
uments] in this way. My
other concern was get-
ting enough people to
volunteer to dangle down
the hill, but I was
amazed at the support
and how dedicated they
were. I feel this is a nom-
ination for a whole group
of people who put in a
huge amount of effort in
order to change the view
from the town.” His
nominators said, “Take a
look at our White Horse
today - surely Steve is
Westbury Person of the
Year 2012. The project
made both local and
national news and... put
Westbury firmly on the
map...The fact that West-
bury has a White Horse
worthy of its name is due
in very large part to his
drive and determination
to restore our famous hill
figure to its former glory.
His overall management
of the project was out-
standing.”

Ali Crew

Ali is manager of SK
Fruits in Westbury High
Street, where she has
worked for 11 years. She

has been nominated for
the way she “brightens
up the day” of her cus-
tomers, keeping tradi-
tional values of customer
service alive, and for
managing a shop which
contributes a valuable
service in the town cen-
tre. Ali said, “It doesn’t
hurt to be nice, and it
doesn’t take a lot of
effort. If I can do some-
thing to help I will do it.
We have wonderful cus-
tomers and I know most
of them! I live in West-
bury and love it, the peo-
ple are just really nice.”
Her nominator said, “She
always shows a kindly
interest and offers a lis-
tening ear to many of her
customers. She shows
concern for the unwell
and the sick and can usu-
ally find a cheerful and
appropriate comment,
despite having a busy
job.  [In a period] before
Morrisons opened we
were without a super-
market and SK Fruits
introduced the sale of
milk, bread and dairy
products to their range,
much of which they have
continued, and I imagine
this was due to Ali.
Westbury High Street
would not be the same
without her!”

Lisa Henderson

Lisa set up Pole-Da-
Cise, a pole dancing fit-
ness club, nearly 10
years ago. She now has
studios in Westbury and
Melksham, and uses the
classes to help empower
women with confidence,
build their fitness, and
make friends. Pole-Da-
Cise also run annual
shows at White Horse
Country Park, where
members perform and
raise thousands of
pounds for local charities
such as Wiltshire Air

VOLUNTEERS at West-
bury’s Wiltshire Air Ambu-
lance shop have vowed to
keep the shop open.

Volunteers say they will
continue to run the shop fol-
lowing the death of manager
Dot Whitehead on New
Year’s Eve, who had run the
Maristow Street shop since
setting it up 15 years ago. 

The shop has raised over
£1.7million for the Air Ambu-
lance appeal since it opened.
It is now the only shop for the
appeal, following the closure
of the Devizes store in 2011. 

The independent shop was
set up and run by Dot White-
head, who chose to donate the
money raised to the Air
Ambulance Appeal. This
means that the future of the
independent shop lies in the
hands of the trustees and vol-
unteers, rather than Wiltshire
Air Ambulance. A meeting
will be held this week to deter-
mine the future management
arrangements for the shop. 

Peggy Pearce, of the Wilt-
shire Air Ambulance shop,
said, “She [Dot] did love this

Air Ambulance
shop will

remain open

A COMMUNITY centre in
Westbury opened its doors
for the first time earlier this
month, heralding a “huge
boost to an upcoming com-
munity.”

Leigh Park Community
Centre, next to the local shops
off Mane Way, was opened by
Andrew Murrison MP on Fri-
day 4th of January.

The £750,000 centre boasts
a café, bar, meeting room and
a large hall with capacity for
200 people that can be divid-
ed into three smaller halls.

Debbie Cole, vice-chair of
the Leigh Park Community
Association said, “It is fantas-
tic to see the centre finally
complete and open. We
already have 20 regular users
booked in and a lot of one-off
events, but the centre is open
for anyone to use.”

Andrew Murrison MP said,

“This centre will enhance
what is an emerging and
upcoming community, play-
ing an important role in its
vibrance. 

“I am very impressed with
the centre and all it has to
offer and the hard work that
has gone in to making the
centre a possibility.”

Funding for the centre has
come mostly through a Sec-
tion 106 planning agreement
with Persimmon which is the
principal developer on the
1,200 home Leigh Park
development.

Mayor of Westbury, cllr
Sue Ezra said, “It’s a wonder-
ful building. Let’s hope it
stays popular to serve the
community.”

In October, children from
the nearby Westbury Leigh
Primary School joined devel-

£750,000 new
community

centre is open

WESTBURY residents are
being urged to have their
say on what they would like
to see from a campus devel-
opment in Westbury. 

A public consultation,
which asks the people of
Westbury what facilities they
would like in the town and
how they would like these to
be realised,  will close on
Thursday 31st January.

A campus development for
Westbury will consider
including services which are
owned by Wiltshire Council,
such as the town’s leisure and
sports facilities and potential-
ly the library and youth cen-
tre. Services could be provid-
ed from a single or multiple
sites, and could use new or
existing buildings.

The idea of a campus is to
bring a number of services
and facilities together in one
or more places. It is planned
that people will be able to
access a variety of services
from not only the council but
its partners and the voluntary

sector, as well as services
offered by the community.
Each campus will be unique
and based upon the needs of
that community as identified
through consultation.

The consultation was deliv-
ered with the White Horse
News in December. Further
paper copies of the survey are
available from; Westbury
Library, the town council
offices, Leighton Recreation
Centre, Westbury Swimming
Pool, Westbury Visitor Centre
or by contacting Wiltshire
Council. The completed sur-
veys can be dropped off at a
number of places including
Westbury Library, the town
council offices in the Laver-
ton, Leighton Recreation Cen-
tre, Westbury Swimming
Pool, Westbury Visitor Cen-
tre, Westbury Co-op, White
Horse Medical Centre (Leigh
Park), Bratton Surgery, Fair-
field Farm College (Dilton
Marsh), The Royal Oak
(Hawkeridge).

Remember to
have your say

in campus
consultation
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Ambulance, Dorothy
House, RUH Forever
Friends Appeal, and
Care for Casualties to
name a few. Lisa said,
“I’m very proud to be
nominated. Although I
am the face of Pole-Da-
Cise it is a team, and I
would like them to be
recognised as well for
the work they’ve done
for charity and the
women they’ve empow-
ered. When I started
Pole-Da-Cise I wanted
women empowered with
more confidence and
being fitter and stronger,
and it’s gone from
strength to strength.” 
Her nominator said, “To
empower an everyday
woman to stand on stage
and perform in front of
hundreds is one thing, to
go on and turn that into a
worthwhile charity event
is another, with every
year being a worthwhile
success. We think Lisa
and her team deserve this
nomination.”

Cherry Lewis

Cherry is a Filipino
woman who has lived in
Westbury for eight years
and in that time has
worked hard to help both
the local community and
her community back in
the Philippines. She
worked at Greengates
Care Home, then started
volunteering at Fairfield
Farm College before
being taken on as a sup-
port worker. Cherry is
described as the ‘driving
force’ behind Project
300, which is sending
refurbished computers
from the UK to her
native island of Cebu in
the Philippines. Cherry
said, “I did not really
expect this nomination
but it’s great.” Her nomi-
nator said, “Cherry
believes in helping at all

levels and is often found
supporting people she
meets in the street, help-
ing adults with learning
difficulties and in the
tireless effort she puts
into trying to make sure
we recycle as much as
we can. Her belief in
Westbury as a wonderful
town to live in and a
place to work is beyond
question now, and she
makes a perfect ambas-
sador for the quality of
life we can all enjoy
being part of the commu-
nity of Westbury.”

Steve Lloyd

Steve has been involved
with Chernobyl Chil-
dren’s Life Line (West
Wilts Link) for the last
six years, becoming
chair in 2012. The chari-
ty arranges for children
who are still affected by
the 1986 nuclear disaster
to come to the UK for a
month’s respite holiday,
where they stay with
host families, enjoy vis-
its to local attractions,
and benefit from visits to
the opticians and dentist. 
Steve said, “It’s quite a
surprise to be nominated,
I’m quite taken aback!
My role involves organ-
ising the visits, trying to
raise funds, and getting
local people to sponsor
and help. We have quite
a lot of healthy interest
from people in Westbury.
It’s also about keeping
up the awareness - kids
are still being born
affected by the disaster
and it won’t go away.”
His nominator explained
that Steve also does
many other bits of volun-
tary work, including boot
sales for charity, the Big
Sing for Christian Aid,
and the Operation Christ-
mas Child shoebox
appeal. His nominator
said, “Steve is an amaz-

ing man, he helps some-
one every day. There are
many things Steve does,
all voluntary.”

Michelle Slade

Michelle has lived in
Westbury for over 20
years and in that time has
held a multitude of roles
in the town. She has
worked at the youth cen-
tre, and put on summer
clubs for young people.
She also helped run the
cinema club, ran craft
fairs in the town, got the
town’s carnival up and
running during the
1990s, and ran ghost
walks for more than 10
years. As well as being
an ex-town councillor
and former manager of
the town’s tourist infor-
mation centre (TIC), she
has also been involved
with Bitham Brook Pri-
mary School PTA, West-
bury in Bloom, and
Westbury Area Action
Group. Nowadays, her
main role is with West-
bury Conservative Club. 
Michelle said, “I’m just
that kind of person! I
really like Westbury, it’s
a great place. Certainly
when I was at the TIC,
people would come in
and it was just so friend-
ly, and there’s a lot of
community spirit and
various clubs and so
much going on.” Her
nominators said, “I’ve
watched Michelle work
tirelessly in so many dif-
ferent roles for the
townspeople of West-
bury, she always puts
110% into her role and
remains an enthusiastic
participant in Westbury’s
community. She always
has an interest in West-
bury life and is one of
the town’s best advo-
cates. She keeps smiling
and helping the West-
bury people.”

The nominees for Westbury’s Person of the Year 2012
competition have been compiled, and now White Horse
News readers are being asked to cast their vote on who
they think should be crowned the winner.

In our last issue, White Horse News asked readers to nominate their ‘Per-
son of the Year’ – somebody in the town who deserves recognition for their
outstanding actions over the past year or who has had the biggest impact on
life in the town. Listed below are the nominations, who will now go head to
head for the title of Westbury’s Person of the Year 2012. The easiest way to
vote is by emailing your vote to whitehorsenews@btconnect.com - please
include your name and address. Alternatively, you can fill out the form on
page 8 and return it to the Heritage Centre in the High Street. The deadline
for voting is 5.00pm on WEDNESDAY 23RD JANUARY. 

VOTE FOR YOUR
WESTBURY PERSON
OF THE YEAR 2012

HOW TO VOTE:
Simply email your vote to 

whitehorsenews@btconnect.com
(please include the name of the 

person you are voting for and your
own name) or fill in the voting 

form on page 8. The deadline is
5.00pm on Wed. 23rd January


